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Michele Muthoni
My name is Michele Muthoni Mutema, and

my fascination with the Chinese language

and culture began in 2018—an

unforgettable year that marked the

beginning of a transformative journey.

From the moment I was introduced to the

intricate beauty of the Chinese language

and the depth of its cultural traditions, I

felt a profound connection that has only

deepened with time. What started as

curiosity soon blossomed into a lifelong

passion.
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One of the defining moments in this journey was my participation in the prestigious 2022 Chinese
Bridge Competition, where I was humbled and honored to secure 3rd place. This achievement was

not just a personal triumph; it was a powerful affirmation of my commitment to mastering the
language and embracing the culture. It motivated me to push further, to learn more, and to share

this enthusiasm with others.
Shortly after this achievement, I was fortunate to join the Confucius Institute at the University of

Nairobi. My time there allowed me to immerse myself more deeply in Chinese studies in a
professional and academic environment. It was a space where my knowledge expanded and my

appreciation for the intricacies of Chinese language and cultural practices matured significantly.
This foundation laid the path for my role at Kitengela International Schools, where I had the

pleasure of teaching Chinese language and culture. It has been deeply fulfilling to see my
students embrace the language with such eagerness and enthusiasm. Their success in winning the

2024 Annual Chinese Spelling Bee competition stands as a proud testament to their hard work
and our shared dedication. Watching them grow in confidence and cultural understanding has

been one of the most rewarding aspects of my teaching journey.

www.chineselanguageteachers.co.ke



Beyond academics, my engagement with Chinese culture has taken a
more artistic form through my love for Peking Opera. This traditional

art form has captivated me with its expressive beauty, symbolism,
and historical richness. I've had the unique opportunity to perform
Peking Opera at various Chinese cultural events and festivals, which

has allowed me to connect with the culture on an even more intimate
and expressive level.

Another unforgettable chapter of my journey was participating in the
2018 summer camp in China, which gave me the chance to explore
the dynamic cities of Beijing and Tianjin. Walking through ancient

historical sites, experiencing local traditions firsthand, and
witnessing the modern vibrancy of China left an indelible impression
on me. Those immersive experiences breathed life into everything I
had learned in the classroom and inspired me to pursue this path

with even greater passion.

Looking ahead, I remain deeply committed to continuing this journey
of learning, teaching, and cultural exchange. My goal is not only to

refine my own understanding of the Chinese language and traditions
but also to serve as a bridge—connecting others to the richness,

diversity, and profound beauty of Chinese culture. I am excited about
the future and look forward to embracing every opportunity that

allows me to grow and contribute meaningfully to this vibrant
intercultural dialogue.
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B R I D G E T GAT H U  M U G E N D I

F R O M  N A KU R U  TO 你好 !  –  M Y PAS S I O N - F U E L E D J O U R N E Y I N TO
C H I N E S E  L A N G UAG E  A N D C U LT U R E

A s  a  t e e n a g e r,  I  w a s  c o a s t i n g  t h r o u g h  l i f e ,  h o p i n g  s u c c e s s  w o u l d  l a n d  i n  m y
l a p.  B u t  l i f e  h a d  o t h e r  p l a n s— a n d  s o  d i d  m y  f a t h e r,  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  a n d
d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  y e t  s u p p o r t i v e  h i g h  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  m a t h  t e a c h e r.

I r o n i c a l l y,  m a t h  w a s  m y  w e a k e s t  s u b j e c t .  A f t e r  m y  KC S E  r e s u l t s ,  I  k n e w  i t
w a s  t i m e  t o  b r e a k  f r e e  f r o m  c o m f o r t  a n d  m a k e  c h o i c e s  t h a t  m y  f u t u r e  s e l f

w o u l d  b e  p r o u d  o f.
I  j o i n e d  K e n y a t t a  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  S c h o o l  o f  E d u c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,  L i n g u i s t i c s ,  a n d  Fo r e i g n  L a n g u a g e s .  I t  s o u n d e d  i m p r e s s i v e ,

b u t  I  s t i l l  f o u n d  m y s e l f  u n i n s p i r e d — u n t i l  I  s t u m b l e d  u p o n  a  d i a r y  e n t r y
f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l :  “ I  w a n t  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  b e s t  v e r s i o n  o f  m y s e l f.  I  w a n t  t o

h a v e  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e ! ”  T h a t  r e i g n i t e d  a  f i r e  w i t h i n  m e.  I  t o l d  m y  d a d
I  w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e.  H i s  r e s p o n s e?  “ G o  f i n d  a  s c h o o l .”

C h a l l e n g e  a c c e p t e d .
W i t h i n  a  d a y,  I  w a s  i n  F r e n c h  c l a s s  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  D E L F  e x a m  i n  j u s t  t h r e e

w e e k s .  T h o u g h  I  h a d  t o  p a u s e  f o r m a l  F r e n c h  l e s s o n s  d u e  t o  m y  b u s y
a c a d e m i c  s c h e d u l e ,  m y  p a s s i o n  s t a y e d  a l i v e .  S o o n ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n

J a p a n e s e  e m e r g e d  t h r o u g h  a  v i s i t i n g  l e c t u r e r.  I  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  a l l  f o u r
l e v e l s  a n d  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e.  I  e v e n  t o l d  m y  d a d  I  w a n t e d  t o  g o

t o  J a p a n — h i s  r e s p o n s e  w a s  s i m p l e :  “ N o  o n e  l e a v e s  m y  h o u s e  w i t h o u t  a
d e g r e e.”

FAC E B O O K :  C H I N E S E  T E AC H E R S  AS S O C I AT I O N



T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e m e s t e r,  I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  C o n f u c i u s  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  e n r o l l e d  i n
e v e n i n g  M a n d a r i n  c l a s s e s .  T h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t o n e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  f e l t  l i k e
s i n g i n g ,  d a n c i n g ,  a n d  d o i n g  m a t h  a l l  a t  o n c e — b u t  I  w a s  h o o k e d .  I  p r a c t i c e d

r e l e n t l e s s l y,  e v e n  t e a c h i n g  m y  f r i e n d s  w h a t  I ’d  l e a r n e d  o n  c a m p u s  w a l k s .
D e s p i t e  e a r l y  s t r u g g l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  C  g r a d e  i n  m y  f i r s t

C h i n e s e  e x a m ,  I  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  w i t h  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  m y  e v e r -
e n c o u r a g i n g  m o t h e r.

S o o n ,  I  w a s  p e r f o r m i n g  C h i n e s e  m u s i c  a n d  d a n c e  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  e v e n t s  l i k e
t h e  S p r i n g  Fe s t i v a l  a n d  M i d -A u t u m n  Fe s t i v a l .  W h e n  t h e  2 01 8  S u m m e r  C a m p
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o p e n e d ,  I  l a c k e d  a n  H S K  2  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  b u t  a  k i n d  t e a c h e r  u r g e d

m e  t o  a p p l y  a n y w a y.  I  d i d — a n d  a f t e r  a  m e m o r a b l e  i n t e r v i e w  a n d
p e r f o r m a n c e,  I  w a s  a m o n g  1 4  s t u d e n t s  c h o s e n  t o  t r a v e l  t o  C h i n a .

I n  S h a n d o n g ,  I  s t u d i e d  h a r d  a n d  p a s s e d  b o t h  H S K  3  a n d  H S K K  I n t e r m e d i a t e
e x a m s .  U p o n  r e t u r n i n g ,  I  d i d  m y  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e  i n  N a k u r u ,  w h e r e

s t u d e n t s  w a n t e d  m e  t o  r e t u r n  j u s t  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  p o e t r y.  B u t  m y  h e a r t  w a s
s e t  o n  t e a c h i n g  C h i n e s e.  A  b r i e f  s t i n t  a s  a  t r a n s l a t o r  l e f t  m e  y e a r n i n g  f o r

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  f u l f i l l i n g .
A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  I  w o n  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  s t u d y  Te a c h i n g  C h i n e s e  t o  S p e a k e r s

o f  O t h e r  L a n g u a g e s  i n  C h i n a .  I t  w a s n ’ t  e a s y— m a n y  c l a s s m a t e s  w e r e
a d v a n c e d  K o r e a n  s p e a k e r s .  I  s t r u g g l e d  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  a f t e r  a  t o u g h - l o v e  p e p

t a l k  f r o m  m y  m o t h e r,  I  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e a r l y- m o r n i n g  s t u d y  s e s s i o n s .  M y
p e r f o r m a n c e  s o a r e d .  I  p a s s e d  H S K  4  i n  C h i n a  a n d  l a t e r  H S K  5  i n  K e n y a ,  e v e n

a s  C OV I D  i n t e r r u p t e d  m y  s t u d y  a b r o a d .
B a c k  i n  K e n y a ,  I  t o o k  o n  v a r i o u s  r o l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  l o g i s t i c s  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n ,

b u t  u l t i m a t e l y  f o u n d  j o y  i n  t e a c h i n g .  To d a y,  I  p r o u d l y  t e a c h  M a n d a r i n  a t
C r a w f o r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  a n d  a m  p u r s u i n g  a  M a s t e r ’s  i n  L i n g u i s t i c s ,

f o c u s i n g  o n  h o w  K e n y a n  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  C h i n e s e.  I ' m  e n d l e s s l y
g r a t e f u l  t o  m y  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  C o n f u c i u s  I n s t i t u t e ,  m y  l a n g u a g e  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d

m y  h u s b a n d  M u g e n d i  f o r  t h e i r  u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t .
W o u l d  I  d o  i t  a l l  a g a i n — w i t h  t h e  s t r e s s ,  l o n g  n i g h t s ,  a n d  s t e e p  l e a r n i n g

c u r v e?  A b s o l u t e l y.  F r o m  a  g i r l  b o r e d  b y  E n g l i s h  g r a m m a r  t o  a  w o m a n
t e a c h i n g  C h i n e s e  w i t h  p a s s i o n — I ’ v e  l e a r n e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  d r e a m i n g  b o l d l y

a n d  w o r k i n g  r e l e n t l e s s l y.


