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My adventure in learning Chinese began with a
deep admiration for the culture and its rich
authenticity. I was captivated by traditional

customs, the elegance of calligraphy, and the
allure of Chinese music and films. These elements
sparked a curiosity in me that led to language as a
key to understanding a world so vastly different

from my own.

In the beginning, the path was far from smooth.
Grasping the tonal system was particularly

daunting—distinguishing between the four tones
seemed nearly impossible at first. Learning to write

characters was another major challenge; every
stroke required precision, and the sheer number of
characters to memorize felt overwhelming. There
were plenty of moments when I felt discouraged,

but my love for the language always pulled me
forward.



Never did I expect that one day I’d go from student to teacher at the very place I first began
—Discovery Chinese Cultural Training Center. What started as a personal goal evolved into a
passion for teaching and guiding others through the same struggles I once faced. Teaching
has not only strengthened my grasp of the language but has also deepened my admiration
for it.
Throughout this journey, I’ve met incredible people who have become important parts of my
life. I've made lasting friendships, including with native Chinese speakers I connected with
online—some of whom have become my closest friends. These relationships have made the
experience about more than just grammar and vocabulary—they’ve given it heart and
meaning.
Looking to the future, I know my journey is still ongoing. Although I’ve both learned and
taught the language, my greatest dream is to visit China, to fully immerse myself in the
culture, and to see the places I’ve only read about. Witnessing it all in person would be the
ultimate reward for everything I’ve worked toward.
As I continue to grow, I’m excited for what lies ahead. Learning Chinese has been more than
just acquiring a skill—it’s been a journey of discovery, one that has shaped me in unexpected
ways. I can’t wait to see where it takes me next.

My Chinese Learning Journey

MARCH EVENTS SUCCESS

MARCH 14TH 2025
HSK 4 - MARCH  11TH TO MAY 28TH

HSK 5 - MARCH 11TH TO JULY 19TH 



https://chineselanguageteachers.co.ke/

Facebook: Chinese Teachers Association

Instagram: @cltakteachers

Joyce Kirugumi-  A Path of Inspiration and Growth

                                 

M y  n a m e  i s  J o y c e  K i r u g u m i ,  a n d  f r o m  a  y o u n g  a g e ,  I ’ v e  b e e n  c a p t i v a t e d  b y  l a n g u a g e s
a n d  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  M y  i n t e r e s t  i n  C h i n e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e g a n  i n  a

r a t h e r  u n i q u e  w a y — t h r o u g h  m o v i e s .  I  u s e d  t o  s i t  w i t h  m y  d a d ,  c o m p l e t e l y  a b s o r b e d  i n
C h i n e s e  f i l m s .  T h e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  e m o t i o n s ,  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  a l l  d r e w  m e  i n .  T h o u g h  I

r e l i e d  o n  E n g l i s h  s u b t i t l e s  t o  f o l l o w  a l o n g ,  I  a l w a y s  f o u n d  m y s e l f  w o n d e r i n g :  W h a t  a r e
t h e y  r e a l l y  s a y i n g ?  T h a t  s i m p l e  c u r i o s i t y  p l a n t e d  a  s e e d  i n  m e — o n e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y

b l o s s o m e d  i n t o  a  d e e p  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e .
W h e n  I  f i n a l l y  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  C h i n e s e ,  I  f e l t  b o t h  e x c i t e d  a n d

o v e r w h e l m e d .  I t  w a s  u n l i k e  a n y t h i n g  I  h a d  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  a n d  t h e  i n i t i a l  l e a r n i n g
c u r v e  w a s  s t e e p .  B u t  m y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  c a r r i e d  m e  f o r w a r d .  T h i s  j o u r n e y  h a s  b e c o m e

s o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t o  s p e a k  a  n e w  l a n g u a g e — i t  h a s  b e e n  a  p o w e r f u l  p a t h
o f  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y .  I t  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  w i t h  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  s e l f - b e l i e f ,  I

c a n  o v e r c o m e  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  d a u n t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s .  I t  b o o s t e d  m y  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
i g n i t e d  a  d e s i r e  t o  s u p p o r t  o t h e r s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  l a n g u a g e - l e a r n i n g  p a t h s .

A s  I  i m m e r s e d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  I  w a s  d r a w n  e v e n  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r e .
E v e r y  a s p e c t  f a s c i n a t e d  m e ,  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  t o  d a i l y  l i f e ,  h e l p i n g  m e  n o t

j u s t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b u t  a l s o  t h e  p e o p l e  b e h i n d  i t .
L e a r n i n g  C h i n e s e  h a s  o p e n e d  d o o r s  I  n e v e r  i m a g i n e d .  I  b e c a m e  a  C h i n e s e  l a n g u a g e
t e a c h e r ,  g u i d i n g  o t h e r s  a s  t h e y  s t a r t  t h e i r  o w n  j o u r n e y s .  I ' v e  m e t  p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l

w a l k s  o f  l i f e ,  f o r m e d  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  d a r e d  t o  d r e a m  b i g g e r .  A n d  w h i l e
t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  j u s t  o n e  p a r t  o f  m y  s t o r y ,  I  k n o w  t h e  j o u r n e y  i s  f a r  f r o m  o v e r .

W h a t  b e g a n  a s  a  c h i l d h o o d  c u r i o s i t y  h a s  s h a p e d  t h e  p e r s o n  I  a m  t o d a y .  I  h o p e  t o
c o n t i n u e  i n s p i r i n g  o t h e r s  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  i n s p i r e d  m e — a n d  I

c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h e r e  t h i s  p a t h  l e a d s  n e x t .

                       


